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their ability to profit by the type of education there offered;
and the paramount factor in such ability is intellectual
endowment. Many educational authorities, realizing this,
have included a mental test in their scholarship examination,
or have imparted to that examination something of the
character of a mental test. The criterion of intellectual
suitability, however, should apply not merely to scholarship
children. One may be permitted to look forward to the day
when the ability to pay fees, which are a mere fraction of the
real cost, will not admit a child to a grammar school.
The post-primary schools, in turn, must recognize the
existence of the special abilities. The belief current among
teachers that some pupils have natural linguistic ability, others
mathematical, has a sure foundation in fact; and, although
premature specialization is to be deprecated, such pupils
should be allowed to follow their bent so far as is consistent
with their receiving a sound general training. Especially
must the modern schools recognize the existence of the special^
abilities in directions not so intellectual. It is their task to
discover such abilities, and to encourage their pupils to find
self-realization in developing them. Nor need it be an idle
hope that young people in the future, having found their
permanent interests during their school careers, may be able
to pursue those interests in occupations which will enable them
to avoid the fate of square pegs in round holes.
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